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DC GO SOLAR TOWERS IN DIEPSLOOT
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Despite the South African government’s efforts to provide electricity to all of its citizens,
numerous communities in townships and informal settlements remain underserved or lack
access to electricity. While national policy dictates that certain households can qualify for
free basic electricity, this programme is not extended to informal settlements, where much
of the need for electricity exists. In response, DC Go was established in 2017 to facilitate
access to affordable solar energy solutions through flexible pay-as-you-go packages.
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Institutions, Governance, and Finance

DC Go is a for-profit company relying primarily on
orivate investment. Its three major shareholders are
Specialised Solar Systems, Cresco Offgrid, and

Old Mutual Life Assurance Company South Africa.
Government support takes the forms of laws and
regulations facilitating the company’s provision of solar
energy to communities in need. For example, the current
legislative framework allows for private companies to
establish energy-generating projects without municipal
approval if customers are not connected to the grid.

The impact
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Improved access to electric appliances )(

X

Job creation (i.e., through sales agents, X
vendors)

X

Reduction of CO2 emissions compared
to kerosene and other products that X
substitute for electricity

Reduced fire risk when compared
to non-electrical lighting X X

Community safety with interior and exterior
lighting (each solar tower has a light) X

Skills development X

Looking Ahead
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With plans to expand from Johannesburg into the rest
of South Africa and Africa at large, DC Go Is raising
capital to fund its current rollout to 300 000 customers
over the next five years. The company is also engaging
the Department of Human Settlements in Gauteng to
collaborate on electricity provision under the Informal
Settlement Upgrading Strategy, as well as with several
municipalities (e.g., Tshwane and Johannesburg) to tap
Into the free electricity subsidy in upcoming projects.

Learn More

SCAN THE QR CODE TO
ACCESS THIS CASE STUDY
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